
Conceptual Model of Language Arts 

 

 

The ultimate goal for all students is to interact productively and effectively with the world 

around them.  This goal is no less important for students with significant cognitive 

disabilities.   

 

The ability to communicate effectively is the cornerstone of interacting in life’s activities.  

Language Arts is the general academic subject area dealing with communication by 

developing comprehension and use of written and oral language.    

 

Reading is the ability to comprehend language by grasping the meaning of written or printed 

characters, words, or sentences. Reading involves a wide variety of print and non-print texts 

that help a reader gain an understanding of what is being read.  All students should have the 

opportunity to access text for the purpose of gaining knowledge, acquiring information, 

sharing experiences and personal fulfillment.  While some students will learn to access 

literature through traditional reading (comprehending written text), others will gain access 

through shared or recorded literature, specially designed text, or the use of technology. 

  

Writing is the recording of language in a visible or tactile format through the use of a set of 

signs or symbols.  All students should have the opportunity to create permanent products for 

the purpose of sharing information, stories, and opinions.  For students with significant 

cognitive disabilities this may range from traditional forms of text production (handwriting or 

typing) to using assistive technology to develop permanent narrative and informational 

products.  

 

 Additionally, all students must know how to access knowledge and information through a 

variety of media for a variety of purposes.  For some students, access may look very 

traditional, such as using internet resources or reading an instructional manual.  For other 

students, access may mean communicating a topic and identifying the appropriate resource 

for another student to research (e.g., a science or social studies project), or, selecting pictures 

that are “worth a thousand words” to tell a story or share an experience.   

 

In any case, the ability to share knowledge, information, experiences, and adventures through 

the comprehension and use of written and oral language is vital to meaningful participation in 

life’s typical activities.  In whatever form, the skills developed through the study of language 

arts provide the opportunity to access life. 
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